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Class Info

➔ PHS = ~300 students

➔ 9 students (Year 1)
● All seniors (because of course sequencing, hard for non-seniors to enroll)
● 7 male, 2 female
● 7 white, 1 bi-racial, 1 white with Dominican step-mom and sibling

➔ 20 enrolled (Year 2)



Netflix Project

Original idea stolen from Adrian at Abbott Tech (SERC presentation)
● Adapted, expanded, and switched to other content/unit (not the one he shared)

Create – historical drama series
● Action, Suspense, Heroics, Violence, Emotion
● 7 episodes (or more, or less)
● Groups of 2 or 3

*Especially effective (imo) in distant past, where less multimedia 
resources exist, where less has been covered by Hollywood



















Abstract Art Project

Could fit anywhere in the course curriculum
● perhaps best with philosophical ideas at the center
● CRM - Protest philosophy of Malcolm X vs MLK

Key elements:
● “abstract” - problematizes the project for deeper analysis

○ “If I understand your artwork without you explaining it to me, it is not abstract enough”
● Must be presented to audience (class, teacher, guests – principal etc)

○ Do not do a “gallery walk” to save time
● Must require an “artist statement”



BUT NO COLLAGES!!!







Blackout Poetry

Anywhere in the course curriculum, but especially with famous speeches

● A singular text (longer)  or with multiple smaller texts
● Can allow for splitting up different texts among the class

○ allow them to read multiple texts and then choose the 1 (or 2) they want to use to 
create their blackout poetry

● Require symbolic visuals inside or alongside the blackout poetry
● Require the inclusion of founding documents (Preamble, DOI, etc)
● Must include an “artist statement”









Project: BLS Arts Podcast/Screencast
Student Choice Project - 3 Options

1. Broadway Musicals
○ Its efforts toward social and racial justice. Pick at least 3.

2. Hip Hop
○ History, social/political/economic influence and significance, role as critic of American 

injustices. PBS 4-part docu-series.

3. CT Museums & Galleries
○ “Highlights Tour” of Black, Latino, Hispanic, and Indigenous art across CT. Pick at 

least 3.

CQ:
How did the artists utilize and portray the role of Black and Latino history, culture, and artists in their 
artwork? What political, social, economic, cultural messages and themes did they focus on delivering to 
their audiences? How did/does their art push America forward toward greater social and racial justice?



Future Creative Project Ideas

1. Design a Black & Latino Mt Rushmore national monument
○ With interactive signage/placards for visitors (QR codes for each hero)
○ Geographic location? Design elements? Design materials?

2. Build an Interactive Artistic BLS Timeline for school library or classroom
○ With creative art/visuals and QR codes of students narrating the artwork and historical events
○ Emphasis on 400+ years (1619)

3. Design an MLK 39 RiseUp for the Arts CT Mural
○ Inside the school… the library? the classroom? the cafeteria?

4. Myth/Misconception vs Reality (format tbd)
○ love this pseudo-theme through most of the SERC curriculum



Field Trips - YUAG



Field Trips - YUAG



Field Trips - The Amistad


